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B, Orgapized Resistance Gxoups

1. Znzoduotdon

At the time of the armliatice guerrilla groups represeated almost the
sole organized anti-Comsunist resistance in Horth Vietnem, although thare
has besn little infn:rm:tion since the conclusion of the armistice (reports
on actusl units being nlmost entirely pre-armistice), imdications ars that
the capability of the e groups hns bren rapidly deteriorating nnd will
contimue to do so.

As far as is known, there is no effective clandestine resiatance net
{in contrast to gusrrilla wurfara)presently capable of operating in Forth
¥istnam. The French have mads uasuccessful attempis amoag the Vietnam=zse
%o organize groups of “rmed men who emerge at nlght to hm-an; the enemy. Jp
clandestine ssbotage, evasion and escape or psychologicml warfare csapabllity
exists cutside of gusrrilla units. Prench attempts to organise clandestine
reaistance units in the Thonh Hao-Vinh region have falled,

1% is setlmitzd that psrhaps 100200 sative French regulnrs, mostily
Vietnsmese but some tri'nl peosple, were, ot the time of the am!sﬁiae,
developing groups in Horth VYietnzm for guerrilla and other resistance
activities. Howevar, unlass thess (igdi:‘?l&:.l, ';ars aperating in teryanin
which affords them sufficient protsction, their ability %o rem:in in the
area withont being spottad by Toutine Viet Hinh sscurity units is highly
quesiionable,

2. Suarxillz Strengih

In July 195% gusrrills strength in ¥orth Vietnem end adjacent areas ia
Upper inos was approximately 7,000, However, 28 & result of the armiatice,
guerrill: capability s rupidly deteriorating. In July 1954 guerrill- strength w-s

reportedly disposed ne followsi®

‘w im et .
* 4 agnp depioting these dispositions M&MM
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s, 5,000 Thais, Meos, Muns and Wungs along the right bank of
Red BEiver in an arcn bounded by Phong Tho (N 22-25, E 10320}, Cha
Pa {¥22.15, B103-55) Hghia Lo (¥22-05, 2102-25) ~nd the Black River,
Thess forces had periodically controlled three lunding fislds suitable
f for Llight planes., Thelr harsssing tactlcs havs besn quite sffactive
| and shey are reportsdly tha best guerrills force inm N¥orth Vietaam.
b. Approximately 1,200 Heos, Lolos and laotians around Muong
¥aie (W22-05, Z102-25) and Phong Jely (N21-35, B1l02-05). Although bedly
. msuled by & three hnttalion Viet Minh offeneive in Febru ry snd March
19§£. this group has menaged to retain its ldentity. It bas radie
sontact vith the Freach.
4, A gronp of ~bout 1,000 Red Thuie on the Vietnam-laotizn border
west of Thanh Hao (N19-40, E105-50).
4. Approximntely 600 Yunge =nd Yegs east of imo Kay.
&, Poracrly there wers some 300 or more Munge and Mana around
Pien Yon (¥21.15, E107-25), however, thess people wers of small value
for offensive type operations. Their present siatusisunknown,
£, Az unknown m‘bai of Thos northwest of lang 3on showing
prospects of deéveloping into a guerrilla force.
g+ 3ome key leaders snd groups have baen evacuatad to laos by
ths French. They could be brought back into Forth Vietnam by air but
1t not likely because of Prench reluctance to bresk the armistice
terma,
fhe zuerrills forces mainly constitute defensive holding groups. ZExcept
for s raid on leo Kay (M22-20, £103-38) in September 1953, thay have not
ssds one important offensive strike, The tribal people srs basically afraid
of the VTistnamese =nd ars desious of defending thelr home nrems, ﬁwf have
proved villing to attack small Viet Hinh units, but will not even harass
larger fﬁxﬂ;‘- Generally when the Yi:t Minh sarrive in etrength, men, women, children
and oattle withdrew to the hills,
Ront of ths guerrillas ars srmed with out-dated equipment. Many are
85111l eguipped with old muzzle-loading rifles; thesce are very sffective

scatter-guns suitable for close ambushes. The tribes have bad considerable
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aiffisulty in odtaining enough bluck povdsr for thelir weapons, Although
aoat of »t;u Zuerrillss are infantry, soms in the drier tush regions have
poniss. Ouerrilla sabotage potential, aldeit amall, is undevelopsd. The
groups hoves some 1£mit¢& air reception, radis communicetlon and lnnding strip
sonstruction capabilitiss,

Generally the effectivenssa of the guerrills movsment is low. Results
are very small for the mambar of troops involved. The units =re not localed
in important sreas and at preseat no group has nocess to any principal
supply line. The guerrilla zone covering Yist Hinh supply lines ints Upper lsose
eenstituted more of a muisancs zome than n seriocus thrent to enemy
cemmmzicati'ns, In spite of the obvious vulneredility of the tens of thou-
sands of coolies carrying suppliss over isolated mountain tralls, the
guerrillss have been largely ineffactlve., Since the guerrillss ars
prismrily i;ﬁarastpd in defendins their homss, they have ndt baen used v:ry
sffactively outside of their home nred, ®he units nre poorly trained and
protadly = majority sre commernded by untrained tridal chisfs. They fight
either t00 hard or not at all; almoat never £51lovw the middls rosd of
gg;rrilla harassament, A8 a result some units have been almost anihilatad

Tin pitqh&dkmzt;u in fixed positions, while acme eleménts have gene
mcrpam without firing a shod.

3. Sametage

Except for the very limited btut largely undeveloped sodotags potential
of guerrilla groups, mo orgnnlized snbotage potsntial exiats in North Vietnam,

k. Escape spd Fyasion

Guerrilla groups ia northewst Tonkin have rscovered some Prench Union
peracunsl isolated behind enemy lines. ¥o ascape and evasion cnpability

sxisted in areas that were too tightly controlled for the overt existence of
gusrTilln forces.
s. JIafarpatign Collection

Guerrilia g:téupa have carried out an informstion collection and reporting
sission. Bxternal contact has been maintained by radio, ¥hen guerrills units
have bsen cut up 2nd decome ineffective, information eollection has often
®ecome their primary mission, MNost informitios is gained from direct observation,

low-level contacts with the lecsl popalation and interrogrtion of occasional

o
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priscners of war. The quelity of information ia oftsn not good because of
3he iack ofiantelli snce-trnined persomnel «ithin most guerrills commands,
Unformatsly, the guerrillse do not seem to have an adeguate intelli:ence
ergenization for even their own tacticsl needs ns shown by the mumbor of
timea they have been surprised by the Viet Minh.

Before the armistice the Vietnam NMationsl Police and Zpzsta in Worth
Vietnam opsrated networks of agents in Viet Minh controllsd Serritory ss
well as iz portions of the Delta reglon which wers heavily infiltrated by
the Viat Minh, ¥t hed been revort=d that these agents numbered five handr‘ed,
but intellience opsrations of the police will be substantislly curtuiled by
mmﬁen of Hanol and enviross, wund the lack of orgunizationsl unitywithin
the Police itself, 2/

6. Tha Gatholics

Prior to the armiatice a Catholic army of about 11,000 men was located
primarily in the three snjor Catholic areas of the northeePhnt Diem, Bui
Chu and Hansi, After the signing of the armistice, ths French, who hova been
virtaally the sole matarial suyporter of the army, removed them to the
Eanoi-Haiphong area, The current vhereabouta of thia group ie unknown,
slthough 1t i3 provable thut the bulk of them hava been or will be removed
%o South Vietnen.

In the thres above-mentioned Cathollic diccesses there ars over = million
Catholics. They constitute the northern faction of Catholics which is
cexplstely separated from, and has little contact with the south. Conssguently
vory 1little support comss from this group. The bishops in these aress
ars highly rempectsd by the Oatholics., Under their leuderahip nozt Ozthollcs
‘bave rasisted Vi-t Minh sttempts to win them over. This closeness of this
group and their dislike for the Viet Minh lends iiself to posaible clandeatine aciivity
within their area,

The Cntholic 2rmy had been very sffaciive in besting bnucic Viet iinh
incursions during the war. Hovever, if the army hat boen moved to the asouth,
then the resistsnce potentizl of this largs group of di€#ident Catholics will

probably have to b2 confined to paazive resistance,

. </ -
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C. Naaxganized Bssistacce

¥o information is mwvailable on the nature of surrent unorganized
vesiatance, 1f any,
D. Exserpnl Sucnsorsbia of Resistance

Exterml sponssrahly of rsaistance {n North Vistaam hag come from
the French and the French-smpported goverament of Jouth Vietaam. There ig

14%tle likelihood of much sugport from Vietnamese emigre groups which huve,

thus far, almost entirely supported the HO chi Hink movement.
x,

The coxventional Commmunist contral neaanrﬁs-docmmticn. nass
organizations, ssqurity police ~nd Commni:t ?:irt;' ssatrols~—are :mployed
By the Viot Minh in ¥orth Vietm; In addition troops huve beea employed
Bgalast guerrills groupe. Except for anti=guerrillu operatiogs, it is iee
eazly to predict the sffeétinnua of countermessures under peacetime con-
ditions., WUndoubtedly they can become more effectlve because more
attention could be focused on the elimination of subversive elswents.

2. %o Vit Hiak Public Security Seryice (Cong sp) 3/

Tne functions of the Sopg Ag are the investigation and aeutralization
of a1l sotivitios debrimental to the ssuurity of the Stute and the
aoquisition nad centraliistion of reporte on domsstic affairs und exteraal
relationa,  ¥ithin this brood Jurisdiction it hos the folloving anti-
reslstance functions:

s, Opunterespionage.
L b. Implementntion of lnws snd regulations regarding internal
surveillance. Thias includes the maiatoiniag of & constent check upon

%he loyaltiec of »l) individusls in the ¥i-t H#inh zone.

o, Investigntion of catl-government activities of Vietnsueae and

Toreigners both within nnd witnout North Vietaem,

4. Protection of Viet Hinh arganizations and installations,

including munitions depots, linses of communication, miiitsry cantonmenta

sad movemezls of troops.

- &
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Steps taken by the Sgng An to control subversive sctivities are:

a. Tight control of travel to znd from the Vst diah zone.

B, Institution of the mutual informer sysiem among the population.
Under this system ench five to ten families are &¥0upe togelher,
ostensibly to cooperate on intelligence collection. The sctual Purpose
i3 %o have the familles keop u check on sach others actidvities and
Tepert them to the Song An. Thus the Viet Himh cm‘m:c easily control
resdtionary slemenis.

@, Estabdblishnent of a clandestine or,sanisation witha an extensive
iaforanat net in France-Vietnumess areas to tab yotential potential
anti-Vist Minh reaistance eloments for possidls future aeutralization.

4. BRequiring each person in Viet Hinh-held territory to belong %o a
Commnist or patriotia organi:ation and report on fellow nembers.

3. Aski-Gmarxilla Opexaticna

In 3eptesber 1953 the Viet Minh high command oreated s Ceatral Gommittee
for the Repression of Bandits ia order to oppose Frenchegupported guerrilla
activity., This committee receives its direction from Uen. VU nguyen Giap, the
Miatster of Defense znd chief of ths Viet Mink army. The committes mrniah;:;
iastructions %o sub-comnittees which initially directed Viet Mian regional
troops. mﬁa reglonsl troops were unable to hsndle their responsidility
and were gradually replaced with regulsr troops. In Uctober and fRovember
1953, five 'ie'; #inh battalions were withdrawn 'fren Lhe fo.cew encircling the
Tonkin Delia and were assigned to "liguidate the bandits® operating in the
ares betwesn the ‘ong He and Black Rivers. In March 1954 approximstely 10
regular Viet Minh compamies, as well sm an inmcreasing number of regional
units were engaged in “liquidation” activities sgrinst guerrillas in
the lao Xsy, Phong Tho, Iai Chau, Thon Uyen, Phong 3aly and Muong lighie areas. &

%

=
Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP62-0

00200040002-6



Sanitized - Approved For ReIeWDPGZ-OOSGSROOWOOOZ-s

')

. Wwy

Oy a short peried to time has clapsed since the status of North

vumnmmmwwsmdmmnmmmmwmmr

(which 1570 be eVacwated in Mey 1955)
Fremch withdrawal froa the area, except for Haighong, There is at present
inmafficlent information by which to Judge with any degree of agcuray
the feture resistance potential of antisComwunist elamente in the aress

Untdl the situation gels and it 1is ascertained what control mees.res
and restrictive practices the Viet iiinh will institute, 1t will not be
pesaidle to know the conditions under which resistance slemenis will be
forosd to oparates It can bo assumed, however, on the Lasis of practices
in other Communist-conirolled countries, that the Viet Hink regime will
mwtwiwcamwwﬁmmwmw“m%
Sopg 4p, the Viet Minh security police, It may also be assumed tiat all
eofforts will be taben to suppress all traces of aoti-regimes activity,
particularly atlitant guerrilila groups.

Resistence potential will also be adversely affected by the anti=
French attitude of the majority of etinic Vietnazese, Irench suppori of
vesistance units, therefore, could materially liait the amcuat of ;pport
mmumwmmawmmauzwmumwﬁmg It is
%o be moted in this comection, that most of the known resistance elecenis

e composed of nonedinie Vietnanese,

——
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v m?rf pocrly-
sguipped and poorly-trained, The development of escaps and evesleon
faoilities, some training activitiss and tue collectien of information
probably are the gu.rent licits of uke capabilities of such groups. In
mmﬁzmmmmmm,Mnnmw;
ppticularly difficult n‘m Unorganised registance would jrobably
be isited to various types of passive resistance on an latermitient
BaRkE,

maehwmmmmmmmwuw

orgaised or d vesiataoee will pe fwtler curtailed ae the

Tiet Hivh regine tighiens its controla.

Fgpension or lrtensification or resistance aciivities would e
Wﬁsmgawummwwaxmwmmw
obtatn Jogistic support and to train personnel in the use of s@igment.
Nost of the materisl now in the hands of resistance units is qui-oi~date
or in poar comdl on. To bping in Dev suppkies overiand wwuld be a
diffiemit and hasmrdous sk through clandssiine sovesenis by resigtence
wnits, This wuld perforce limit the sive and types of equipment that
eould be :oved. Franch agreesent %o an srmistice provision banning Fremeh
overfli tis of North Vietoan eliminetes the air drop posalbiiily excepit

fer posmible nlseions spanscred by tadrd esuotries,

DA AL SN
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vy axpansion in resistance capabilitios would reguire greater
Sosperation between existing reaistance unita, Hogt existing aroupe
mhmwmmm*swshmammwtm
rpe Trival unlts, wiich compose & large portion of the resistance
Mgmﬁwmmﬁ&awmoftoam&wwm
arwerable only to the village headuan, ﬁhwafﬁsfribﬁnduomb
mtual anincgitics, &mmwﬁmemwwuthwmm
mamfmwmmmﬁmwwamuwmmm
iIndividially, 4n increase in inter-unit contact and cooperation is uesessery
Mmﬁfﬁs&mﬁwmn:seﬁviﬁm Conversely any cuthreak of ald
ﬂ%«%ww&wa@e@mmw
groups, &ﬁiatmnwmbumammwsﬁmwm
mmuwwmamnmmmsw,mmm
of this wrids's income,

&mfamﬂeﬁwﬁaetheme&cmm
mwumsmcwmofumwmumwwm
Viet Mamh, azm'mz.uwwwuasm:ﬁmwmw
#EWWWWMMWWWSWWMM
wﬁamﬁmhhg&ﬁmmmmmwmw
w,itummmawwmwwwwmm

Mlﬁﬂﬁciﬁtﬁﬂwxmﬂmm‘“hmmmwa
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2t 4 very 1ikely that within a short pertod of tire tight meamres will
b enforced. mm@mwmv&mmbﬁmumn@
memt-im,itmnmtbommbmarma
semurity not will encirele the a“cas Under cold war conditions it ‘is
unlikely that these ecmis,mmué,mlberm enonght o
saterislly incresse resistance capability. On the other hard, 1t will
pwobably become more esd more d1fficalt for resistance units to achieve
thedr gosls.
msuwm«m:mmmnymwumwm
fFlege, there ip 15t4le 1ikelihood that resistance Mn&w would be
mmwmmmwmmummgwmmmg
sxigting resistence elsmants, Sufficient support to ralse this level
wexld have Yo come from outside the eonn@y. This woulibe very alfficult
mmmwmmwdmmwdm{m&a.

There appenrs 1ittls likslihood that many new recruits will join
wa!dl.d resistance clamtns in the near future. Iﬁ 48 ales unlikely that
mmwmmmmmvmmﬁm:amﬂmm
drasticslly dispel the pusition that they have aaﬂf‘a_llu st up that they
ma&ﬁmﬂi@uﬁmmmwmﬁ,mwﬁmmtmm
a3 the present time, Among ebhnie Vietnanese slements orly the Cathelics

sede m:;rv%u undertaks any active resisiance; wong tribal groups there is
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mmwtmwmmwm%mm
®pplying. Beoause of the nationaliss clalms of the Vit Kisk 5% is not
Maﬁwwmmwémmzmmm

first "neoeoclonisl” govermmsnt they have had for some timey
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'8y Upier Sopditions of Open Yarfare

‘fhe resistance potential in Forth Vietnam, under conditions of open
wa:ftare in Indochina, will depend to a considerzble mert upon the situation
sxisting prior to the outbreak of hostilities and the ampunt of resistance
potertisl developed under cold war conditions, Becsuse there hes been
m@fhmt opportunity to observe resistance and estimate resistance
potentisl even under existirg conditions, any presemt estimste of hot war
riliatmc_e potential will necessarily be highly conjectural.

Bven such Ilmited types of resistance as avasion and escape suprort,
training and information coll sction under conditions of open warfare would be
dspendent upon (a) whether existirg groups ars able to survive countermeasures
emglloyed against them during the cold wer perfod; (b) the extent to which
segurity éemtruia will be disrupted by open warfare; and, (2) the effective~
pess of the training and supply program Auring the cold war period.

hllming a reasonable degree of success in {c) the guerrina groups will
still hm only a limited guerrilla warfare capability, Of all the groups,
an}.y the Thos, and possibly the Fungs and ¥ens {all located in the lang %on
u-a} are in a position to disrupt any mejor activity such as the movements
of mrland supply columns along north-south routes from Commnist China
into North Vietnam, The wﬂiinmeaa of most guerrilla groups to move any
sonsiderable distance from ‘their tribal sreas 1imits their effectiveness.

graining and information collection can contime. Wowever, informstion
sollected w11 be of limited value except for those groups strategically
located, Any :lndupandent military action will be limited to small scale
guerrilla raids and ambushes, such & capsbility will depend almost entirely
upon extensive outside support in the form of training and suprly. Txisting
Wwﬂl have no capability for galning control over lerge territorial
aress in morthern Tonkin as the Viet Minh 4id in "orld ¥ar TT from 1943
onwards, Tt i= wsgible that existing groups csn be utilized in s clandes~
tine psyc’hological w\avrfare capacity to sprea? rumdrs, Aistribute pamphlets,
oo,

w1lingness of groups o zctively resist will hinge upon the degree of
success which forces engaged against the Tiet Minh sre enjoying. Such
renmisett ’R‘?ibPé%ﬂ *orkesissee TEMR AP To858H000200040002.6
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im; thﬂ strongly, &;xti—'&'iet. Minh elements a'e likely to do nothing to
sntagonize the ree;ime prafarring_%}.g wait for a turn in the tide of war,
Those groups only lukewarmly Qpia'%?ed to the viet ¥inh are llkely to Jump on
the Viet ¥inh bandwagon in the event of Viet Minh victories,

The amunt of reslstemce that cun be expegled will depend somewhat on
-‘Lhe eetmaiiioa of the attacking forces, Here a distinetion must be made
bﬁi&m th’e trivel groups and the Vietnamese, The tribsl groups, distrust-
iﬁgtkiiﬁqtnawae for many years and having been helped by the "remch in
the resistame affort, would be most receptive to French invaders, The
V¥istnamese would profer other vietnemese first and the French probably
last, Other nationslitles probably scceptable to both are Thals, Filipinos
m,mcam, ‘iny tie Catiiolic Yietnamese are likely to pi-efer Franch
, pﬂ‘l‘iﬁiyatio?,‘

mm ofz&nized groups W1l be mo'sf. effective if there is hope for
a replacement of the reglme, The bulk of Vietnamese population of bbrth
ﬁm lowever, looks upon the viet ¥inh primarily as a nationslist move-
mext which slone has been successful in evicting the French, Unless the
viet Mioh carries out a domestic policy that is so unpopular as to create
m;:'ﬂd dissidence, it is likely that the Vietnamese will continue to
look upon the regime with favor,

The question oi" responsibility for initiation of war would prohably “
ot significantly affect resistance activities, |

Military government administer:d by Vietnamese in ethnic Vielnamese
arsas would probably have the most salutory effect upor: resistsnce
tc%lﬁtm, It a Fﬂsmh-»adrzﬂnister}d military government demonstirated a
complete change in sttitude from its pre-armistice position, 1t would stiy,
moat likely, be distrusted 'y most Vietnamese and could have an adverse
ﬁfwl’- on resistance activities,

Since there is little prospact’ for the emergence of resistance groups

mﬁicieutly large to compete for pcét-war leadership In Yorth ¥ietnam,
this factor seems likely to hsve little effect, if any.
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25X1A2g
Preliminary Draft, June 1954,

Inforemtion on reslstance hae come primarily from two
sources, agents and lisisen with friendly govermments,

Agent inforsation has been concerned mostly with pelitleal
developments and represents about half of the total received
on this sspect. Almost 21} intelligence of 3 mllitery nature
has come fyom the FPrench, who alsc have supplied about helfl
of the politieal inforeatlon on Forth Vietnas, Intelligence
*eceived fros British liaison sources kas been scanty and
bas dealt moptly with political mﬁwﬁ.
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Sinoe the eonclusion of the srmlstice thers has been
& peneral change of esphasls in intellipence reguiresents--
te an ewpkmeis on political rather than military inforestion.
Comiitions aince the conclusion of the mrmlstice have not
bad tine o take form, and reporting has not yet adapted
te the nevw sltuation, At present therw 15 zn across-the-
board gap in Intelligence reporting on North Vietnan, Any
and all Information pertaining to resistence, as well s
North ¥ietnam in general, is nesded.
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